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appeased her husband's jealousy. Maria Feodorovna became
so weak that she could no longer comb her hair. And since
she considered it indecent to allow strangers to arrange her
coiffure, she had her hair cropped close. In the hospital
pavilion, the visits of relatives and friends succeeded one
another at an ever swifter tempo. Several physicians tried
to help their colleague's wife, but her illness was incurable.
Dostoevsky's mother died on February 27, 1837, after giving
her blessings to her children and husband and her last in-
structions to the whole Household. She was thirty-seven
years of age.
This death was a terrible blow to the family. Feodor and
Mikhail were utterly crushed. The major, crazy with grief,
knocked his head against the walls. He ordered a funeral
stele for his wife, and on one of its facets had engraved the
following quotation from Kararnazin: "Rest, beloved ashes,
till the joyous awakening."
A month earlier Pushkin had been killed in a duel with
Baron d'Antes, but Feodor and Mikhail learned of this event
only after their mother's death. The news deeply affected
them. Feodor declared that he would have worn mourning
for the poet if he had not been wearing it for his own mother.
This feeling was not excessive considering the stunned sorrow
with which all Russians received the news of the disaster.
They felt vaguely that Pushkin's end heralded a new and
fearsome era. Not only had a gifted individual perished at the
height of his powers; an idea, a way of being, had disappeared
with him.
"My God! Russia without Pushkin, how strange it is. ...
My life, my supreme joy have died with him. A very great
man is no longer," wrote Gogol.